
Suddenly there was a crash. It came from the next aisle. A woman’s voice 
said, “It’s the baby!”
The three children raced round the corner. “Toddy!” they said together. 
Toddy was holding a box of washing powder. In front of him was a pile of 
other boxes that had fallen down. Two were split open. Raj picked up a 
box and looked at the price. “Fifteen rand sixty!” he said in a weak voice.
“And two boxes are broken. How can we pay for them?” 
“What’s going on here?” shouted a loud voice.
A big bald man was coming out of the supervisor’s office towards them. 
He looked very angry. “What are you children doing?” 
“We can’t pay, Michael!” said Raj in a panic. “Run for it! Run!”

Michael grabbed Toddy, who was still holding the box of soap powder 
and rushed out of the supermarket. Behind them they could hear the big 
man shouting, “Stop those children!”
They raced across the road and back into the Gardens. Michael led them 
off the main path and sank down onto a bench. Panting, Michael put 
Toddy down. Raj said, “We shouldn’t have run.”
This made Michael more cross than ever. “You told us to run!”
Raj pretended not to hear. He was staring at Toddy. “He’s still got the 
box of soap powder and we haven’t paid for it,” he said.
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And then Sinah said, “Oh no”. She was holding something in her 
hand and staring at it. “I brought the biscuits too!” she said. “I was 
holding them when Toddy crashed the boxes.”
Raj stood up and looked serious. “We are thieves,” he said. 
“We didn’t mean to!” said Michael. He had never stolen anything before 
in his life.
Toddy was trying desperately to pull the packet of biscuits out of Sinah’s 
hand. “He’s hungry,” she said.
“We can’t eat them,” said Michael. “We didn’t pay for them.”
Raj said, “Don’t worry. I know what to do. Let Toddy eat them. When 
your mother comes, Michael, she can pay for the biscuits and the soap 
powder.” 
Quickly then, because Toddy was beginning to cry, Sinah opened the 
packet and gave him a fat chocolate biscuit.

 

Toddy pushed the biscuit into his mouth with both hands. Before he 
finished the first one, he took another. The chocolate melted in his hand 
and spread onto his trousers, and his legs, and all over his face, and even 
into his hair.
“I wonder where Ma is?” said Michael. 
 “It’s after two o’clock,” said Raj, looking at his watch. “Your mother said 
she’d meet us at twelve.
“I’ll go to the gates and see if she’s there now,” said Michael.  
“She’d never go home without us.”
Michael was back sooner than they expected.

The trouble with Toddy activity page
How well do you know the story? Before you try the activity below, read 

the story and look at the illustrations, one more time ...
Name the picture Write the name for each picture from the story in the blocks.

Now take the letters in the coloured blocks above and fill them in from 

left to right to complete the missing word in the sentence from the book.

“Then Michael saw Ma. He looked at her with his mouth open in 
                                                      and dismay. What was Ma doing here?”

Storybook page 1

Now that your book is folded, cut along this dotted line to open up your pages.
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The trouble with Toddy



 “We’d better go,” said Michael in a worried voice. “But we can’t 
go out by the main gates. There’s a policeman there.”  

He took a quick breath. “He’s searching for us.”
“A policeman!” said Sinah. Her eyes filled with tears.  
“Searching for us?”
“Yes, of course,” said Michael. “You took the biscuits!” he said.
“And Toddy took the soap powder,” Raj reminded them. He pointed 
down at the broken box. Then he said, “How do you know he’s 
searching for us?”
“I heard him,” said Michael. “I was looking for Ma at the gates.  
I saw the policeman and I was going to ask him if he could help us. 
But when I came close I heard him asking the peanut seller,  
‘Have you seen three children, two boys and a girl? And a baby of 
fifteen months is with them.’”

“We’ve got to escape,” said Michael. “We’ve got to get out of here 
before the policeman finds us!”
Quickly Sinah picked up Toddy, who was eating his fourth biscuit.  
He wasn’t hungry anymore, so he kept taking the biscuit out of his 
mouth to wipe it on his face for fun.
Michael stared at his baby brother, seeing for the first time what a 
mess he was in. “Look at him!” he whispered. “He’s got chocolate all 
over him! Everyone 
we meet will know 
at once that we’re 
the thieves the 
police are searching 
for!”
“We have to wash 
him,” said Sinah.
“We have to find a 
tap,” said Raj.
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1. Before you read
Before you read the story spend time discussing the illustrations 
and the title. Who is Toddy? What’s the trouble with him? Read the 
short summary above. Do they think Toddy is an easy or a difficult 
baby to look after? Why do they think so? What do they think 
went wrong while Michael was looking after Toddy? 

Page through the book and look at the illustrations. Encourage 
children to spontaneously discuss what they see and how it may fit 
into the story.

2. Let’s read 
Begin reading the story – 
without showing children the 
illustrations again. Use your 
voice to carry the story and 
to make it interesting and 
exciting for the class. At 
the end of each page, ask 
leading questions regarding 
the text, this will allow you 
to assess how much was 
understood.  Ensure you 
pick out any challenging 
vocabulary and discuss its 
meaning with the class.

Teacher and parent Support tips
Helping children to read

14.
Your “The trouble with Toddy” word list
Use these words to add to your vocabulary.

Storybook page 2

What to do with your word list:
Once you have copied the words, together with the translations, into your word book, you are ready to 
have some fun with them. Here are some ideas:
•	 Write all the words onto small pieces of paper to make flashcards. Make the English words blue, 

Afrikaans words green, isiZulu words red, isiXhosa purple and Sesotho orange. Mix them all up. 
Now match the words and translations.

•	 Pick up a word from the pile and think of a sentence using the word. Write it down in your 
workbook.

Play a game: Beat the Clock – Hold up the flashcard words 
and count how many words learners can read out loud in one 
minute. This could be done as a class or in pairs with one 
learner reading the words while the other keeps time. 
Learners can then also match the cards in the different 
languages.

It was almost one o’clock when the next bus arrived back at the 
Botanic Gardens.
The children looked everywhere but Michael’s mother wasn’t there. 
Toddy was beginning to whimper again. “What’s the matter with him 
now?” said Michael, suddenly cross.
“He’s only a baby and I think he’s hungry,” said Sinah.
Yes, they were all hungry. “How much money is left?” asked Michael.
Sinah counted the coins. “There’s only five rand and thirty five cents,” 
she said. “I paid for the bus tickets and the zoo.”

Michael and Raj looked at her in dismay. “Well, we have to buy Toddy 
something to eat,” said Michael.
There was a supermarket opposite the Gardens gates. “Biscuits,” said 
Michael. “Biscuits are all right for babies.”
Michael put Toddy down and held his hand firmly. “What about these 
chocolate fingers?” asked Raj. He took down a packet. “Let me see 
the price,” said Michael. He let go of Toddy to read the sticker on the 
packet. “Eight rand fifty!” he said. “We haven’t enough money.” 

6. 9.

It’s the school holidays. Michael and 
his friends offer to look after Michael’s 
baby brother, Toddy, while their mother 
does her shopping in town. But not all 
goes according to plan ...
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driver 
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They couldn’t find a tap. Instead they found a goldfish pond 
with water lilies growing in it. All around the pool was a bed of 
marigolds and a low fence. On the fence was a sign that said KEEP OUT.
Michael took Toddy from Sinah and checked to see who was watching. 
There was an old man sitting on a seat in the shade, but he was reading 
a newspaper. There were some people sitting on the grass, but they were 
busy talking. He held Toddy firmly under his arm and stepped over the 
fence. He put his handkerchief into the water. 
Michael lowered Toddy nearer the water. He brought the handkerchief up 
out of the pond and sloshed the cold water over Toddy’s head and began 
to rub.

Toddy gasped in shock. He breathed in and in and in, until it seemed he 
would burst. Then he let all the air out at once.  
“Waaaaa!” Toddy bellowed in rage.
The old man dropped his newspaper and stood up. The people on the lawn 
turned in alarm to look. The next moment a park keeper came hurrying out 
from a side path. This time Michael didn’t need Raj to tell him to run.  
He swung Toddy up into his arms again and began to run. They all ran as 
if their lives depended on it because, behind the park keeper, they could 
see the policeman. And the policeman was running too.

13.
3. After you read
After reading, chat about all the things that went wrong in the story. What 
could Michael and his friends have done differently? Ask learners what they  
would do differently if they found themselves in the same situation.

Divide the class into groups of six. They can take on the roles of the 
mother, Toddy, Michael, Sinah, Raj and one other character, for example, a 
policeman or a person in the park. Each group must role-play the scenes 
in the story, but they must change the outcome so all is positive, in other 
words, they should find solutions to what went wrong in the story.

4. Curriculum connections 
Great places in my neighbourhood

In the story the children visit the Botanic Gardens as well as the zoo. Re-read 
those pages and get learners to describe what can be found at those two 
locations. Do they have similar places in their neighbourhood? What can be 
found there? What activities do they do there? 

Collect travel brochures from travel agencies and discuss them with the class. 
Try to get brochures for local places. What do they show? How do they 
entice people to go to those places? How could learners entice people to 
come to their neighbourhood? 

Divide learners into small groups of four-five. Together they must decide 
on which location they are going to advertise – it can be a real one from 
the neighbourhood or they can make up a fantasy one. They also need 
to scrutinise the travel pamphlets and decide how, on one page, they will 
create a brochure that gives travellers all the information they need (opening 
times, activities, entrance fees, food etc). Once they have their brochures 
ready, they can display them in the class and take a vote as to which 
location most of the class would like to go to and why. 

5. Assessment
Is the learner able to:

•• Read South African and international fiction and non-fiction texts 
independently, for example, myths, stories and textbooks.

•• Use a range of reading strategies, for example, making predictions and 
using contextual clues to find meaning.

•• Identify and comment on the central idea and the main characters of a 
fiction story.

Use the Assessment Tasks above as a suggestion for an activity or task.

Storybook page 3

It was school holidays. Michael and his friends, Sinah and Raj, 
were going to look after Toddy while Michael and Toddy’s mother 
did her shopping in town. They were standing at the gates of the 
Botanic Gardens and Ma looked worried. “Are you sure you children can 
manage?” she asked. “Toddy can be a real handful.” Toddy’s real name 
was Thomas. He was Michael’s baby brother and he was only fifteen 
months old. 

“Don’t worry so much, Ma,” said Michael. “There are three of us to look 
after him. What could go wrong?”  
“Oh!” said Ma, looking at her watch. “I must hurry!” She pushed Toddy 
into Michael’s arms and thrust money into Sinah’s hand. “Use that to 
buy something for you all to eat and drink.” Then she said, “I’ll be back 
at twelve. Meet me here at the gates!”

5.
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Michael was very frightened. How could this have happened? 

Then Michael saw him and what he saw made him stop and gasp! 
Toddy was some distance away, lying flat on his stomach on the grass, 
absolutely still. Looming over him was an enormous bird.
“Oh no!” said Michael. Then Toddy lifted his head. He was alive! They ran 
down the path. “It’s an emu,” said Raj. At that moment there came the 
sound of a hooter. The bus!

 

Michael grabbed Toddy and ran up the path. Toddy struggled and kicked. 
By the time they reached the gate, Toddy was yelling his head off.
The man in the ticket office came out to see what was going on.  
“He’s cross, hey?” he said.
“The bus?” gasped Michael. “Oh, it’s gone. There it goes,” said the man, 
pointing down the road. The children looked. They could see the bus 
turning the corner. “There won’t be another till half past twelve,” the man 
added helpfully.



The policeman was a good runner. 
“There’s a side gate there!” shouted Michael, pointing. “Come on!”
Sinah was struggling to keep up with him.
“I can’t!” she gasped. “I’ve got a stitch!”
“You’ve got to!” shouted Michael. Raj was not saying anything at all.  
He was too busy running. But it was no use. The policeman could run 
faster than any of them. A heavy hand fell of Michael’s shoulder and 
another hand on Raj. “Got you at last!” panted the policeman. 

 

Michael felt that he must say something because it had really all been his 
fault. He was the one who had decided to go to the zoo. It was because 
of him that they had missed Ma at twelve and everything else had 
happened. “I think there’s been a mistake,” he said.
“No, there’s no mistake,” said the policeman grimly. “You’re the ones I’m 
after. Your names are Michael, Sinah and Raj, right? And this is young 
Thomas.” How did he know their names? They were too frightened to say 
another word.
“All right then,” said the policeman. “Don’t try to run again. Just come 
with me nice and quietly to the station.”

Storybook page 4

“The station!” thought Michael. They were being taken to the 
police station. This must be the worst day of their lives.
At last they reached the entrance to the station. They went up the wide 
steps and through the 
door. There was a long 
counter across the room. 
People were standing 
there making their 
complaints. Then Michael 
saw Ma. He looked at 
her with his mouth open 
in astonishment and 
dismay. What was Ma 
doing here? 

Michael thought that the policeman would take them straight to the 
cells. But instead he took them straight to Ma.  
He said, “I’ve found them for you, ma’am.”
“Toddy! Michael!” said Ma. Her sad expression disappeared.  
A great smile of relief lit up her face.
“Oh, where have you been! I was so worried!”
She turned to the policeman. “Oh, thank you, Constable, for finding 
them!
“A pleasure, ma’am,” said the policeman politely.
“Ma!” said Michael, beginning to understand. “It was you who sent the 
policeman to search for us!”
They told her everything, and at once she said they must go to the 
supermarket to pay for the biscuits and soap powder.
“It was my fault,” said Raj. “I told them to run in the shop.
“No, it was my fault,” said Michael. “I wanted to go to the zoo.”
Then Ma said, “It was my fault too.”
Then she smiled. “But it ended well,” she said. “You know what they say, 
‘All’s well that ends well.’”

3.
Michael and his friends tried sitting on the grass but Toddy didn’t 
want to sit. “This is boring,” said Raj. “You said it would be fun, 
Michael.” Michael looked at his watch. It was only ten past ten. 
Almost two hours to wait! “I’ll think of something,” he said.

 

Just then a bus stopped outside the gate. On it was written ZOO. 
“Come on!” Michael shouted. “We can go to the zoo.”
Sinah was not very happy about going on the bus, but she bought 
the tickets with the money Ma gave her. “We’ll be back before 
twelve,” Michael reassured her.
At the zoo, the driver said, “This bus leaves again in an hour, at half 
past eleven.” Sinah bought three learner’s tickets at the zoo gate.

They saw bears, lions and birds. Then they came to the monkeys. 
In the cage were two big monkeys. They were racing round and 
round the bars. They swung from one arm to the other, then used their 
tails as if they were third arms. The children laughed and laughed and 
Michael let go of Toddy’s hand. 

 

“Look at the notice,” said Raj. “They are Spider Monkeys,” he said. 
“And they have prehensile tails.” “What does prehensile mean?” asked 
Michael. “I expect it means a tail like an arm,” said Raj. Suddenly 
Michael was serious. “What’s the time?” he said. “Twenty-seven 
minutes past eleven!” “Come on!” he shouted. “The bus leaves in three 
minutes!” They all started to run. Then Michael stopped. “Hey!” he 
shouted to the others. “Where’s Toddy?”
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The policeman was a good runner. 
“There’s a side gate there!” shouted Michael, pointing. “Come on!”
Sinah was struggling to keep up with him.
“I can’t!” she gasped. “I’ve got a stitch!”
“You’ve got to!” shouted Michael. Raj was not saying anything at all.  
He was too busy running. But it was no use. The policeman could run 
faster than any of them. A heavy hand fell of Michael’s shoulder and 
another hand on Raj. “Got you at last!” panted the policeman. 

 

Michael felt that he must say something because it had really all been his 
fault. He was the one who had decided to go to the zoo. It was because 
of him that they had missed Ma at twelve and everything else had 
happened. “I think there’s been a mistake,” he said.
“No, there’s no mistake,” said the policeman grimly. “You’re the ones I’m 
after. Your names are Michael, Sinah and Raj, right? And this is young 
Thomas.” How did he know their names? They were too frightened to say 
another word.
“All right then,” said the policeman. “Don’t try to run again. Just come 
with me nice and quietly to the station.”
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“The station!” thought Michael. They were being taken to the 
police station. This must be the worst day of their lives.
At last they reached the entrance to the station. They went up the wide 
steps and through the 
door. There was a long 
counter across the room. 
People were standing 
there making their 
complaints. Then Michael 
saw Ma. He looked at 
her with his mouth open 
in astonishment and 
dismay. What was Ma 
doing here? 

Michael thought that the policeman would take them straight to the 
cells. But instead he took them straight to Ma.  
He said, “I’ve found them for you, ma’am.”
“Toddy! Michael!” said Ma. Her sad expression disappeared.  
A great smile of relief lit up her face.
“Oh, where have you been! I was so worried!”
She turned to the policeman. “Oh, thank you, Constable, for finding 
them!
“A pleasure, ma’am,” said the policeman politely.
“Ma!” said Michael, beginning to understand. “It was you who sent the 
policeman to search for us!”
They told her everything, and at once she said they must go to the 
supermarket to pay for the biscuits and soap powder.
“It was my fault,” said Raj. “I told them to run in the shop.
“No, it was my fault,” said Michael. “I wanted to go to the zoo.”
Then Ma said, “It was my fault too.”
Then she smiled. “But it ended well,” she said. “You know what they say, 
‘All’s well that ends well.’”
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want to sit. “This is boring,” said Raj. “You said it would be fun, 
Michael.” Michael looked at his watch. It was only ten past ten. 
Almost two hours to wait! “I’ll think of something,” he said.

 

Just then a bus stopped outside the gate. On it was written ZOO. 
“Come on!” Michael shouted. “We can go to the zoo.”
Sinah was not very happy about going on the bus, but she bought 
the tickets with the money Ma gave her. “We’ll be back before 
twelve,” Michael reassured her.
At the zoo, the driver said, “This bus leaves again in an hour, at half 
past eleven.” Sinah bought three learner’s tickets at the zoo gate.

They saw bears, lions and birds. Then they came to the monkeys. 
In the cage were two big monkeys. They were racing round and 
round the bars. They swung from one arm to the other, then used their 
tails as if they were third arms. The children laughed and laughed and 
Michael let go of Toddy’s hand. 
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“And they have prehensile tails.” “What does prehensile mean?” asked 
Michael. “I expect it means a tail like an arm,” said Raj. Suddenly 
Michael was serious. “What’s the time?” he said. “Twenty-seven 
minutes past eleven!” “Come on!” he shouted. “The bus leaves in three 
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 “We’d better go,” said Michael in a worried voice. “But we can’t 
go out by the main gates. There’s a policeman there.”  

He took a quick breath. “He’s searching for us.”
“A policeman!” said Sinah. Her eyes filled with tears.  
“Searching for us?”
“Yes, of course,” said Michael. “You took the biscuits!” he said.
“And Toddy took the soap powder,” Raj reminded them. He pointed 
down at the broken box. Then he said, “How do you know he’s 
searching for us?”
“I heard him,” said Michael. “I was looking for Ma at the gates.  
I saw the policeman and I was going to ask him if he could help us. 
But when I came close I heard him asking the peanut seller,  
‘Have you seen three children, two boys and a girl? And a baby of 
fifteen months is with them.’”

“We’ve got to escape,” said Michael. “We’ve got to get out of here 
before the policeman finds us!”
Quickly Sinah picked up Toddy, who was eating his fourth biscuit.  
He wasn’t hungry anymore, so he kept taking the biscuit out of his 
mouth to wipe it on his face for fun.
Michael stared at his baby brother, seeing for the first time what a 
mess he was in. “Look at him!” he whispered. “He’s got chocolate all 
over him! Everyone 
we meet will know 
at once that we’re 
the thieves the 
police are searching 
for!”
“We have to wash 
him,” said Sinah.
“We have to find a 
tap,” said Raj.
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1. Before you read
Before you read the story spend time discussing the illustrations 
and the title. Who is Toddy? What’s the trouble with him? Read the 
short summary above. Do they think Toddy is an easy or a difficult 
baby to look after? Why do they think so? What do they think 
went wrong while Michael was looking after Toddy? 

Page through the book and look at the illustrations. Encourage 
children to spontaneously discuss what they see and how it may fit 
into the story.

2. Let’s read 
Begin reading the story – 
without showing children the 
illustrations again. Use your 
voice to carry the story and 
to make it interesting and 
exciting for the class. At 
the end of each page, ask 
leading questions regarding 
the text, this will allow you 
to assess how much was 
understood.  Ensure you 
pick out any challenging 
vocabulary and discuss its 
meaning with the class.

Teacher and parent Support tips
Helping children to read

14.
Your “The trouble with Toddy” word list
Use these words to add to your vocabulary.

Storybook page 2

What to do with your word list:
Once you have copied the words, together with the translations, into your word book, you are ready to 
have some fun with them. Here are some ideas:
•	Write all the words onto small pieces of paper to make flashcards. Make the English words blue, 

Afrikaans words green, isiZulu words red, isiXhosa purple and Sesotho orange. Mix them all up. 
Now match the words and translations.

•	Pick up a word from the pile and think of a sentence using the word. Write it down in your 
workbook.

Play a game: Beat the Clock – Hold up the flashcard words 
and count how many words learners can read out loud in one 
minute. This could be done as a class or in pairs with one 
learner reading the words while the other keeps time. 
Learners can then also match the cards in the different 
languages.

It was almost one o’clock when the next bus arrived back at the 
Botanic Gardens.
The children looked everywhere but Michael’s mother wasn’t there. 
Toddy was beginning to whimper again. “What’s the matter with him 
now?” said Michael, suddenly cross.
“He’s only a baby and I think he’s hungry,” said Sinah.
Yes, they were all hungry. “How much money is left?” asked Michael.
Sinah counted the coins. “There’s only five rand and thirty five cents,” 
she said. “I paid for the bus tickets and the zoo.”

Michael and Raj looked at her in dismay. “Well, we have to buy Toddy 
something to eat,” said Michael.
There was a supermarket opposite the Gardens gates. “Biscuits,” said 
Michael. “Biscuits are all right for babies.”
Michael put Toddy down and held his hand firmly. “What about these 
chocolate fingers?” asked Raj. He took down a packet. “Let me see 
the price,” said Michael. He let go of Toddy to read the sticker on the 
packet. “Eight rand fifty!” he said. “We haven’t enough money.” 
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It’s the school holidays. Michael and 
his friends offer to look after Michael’s 
baby brother, Toddy, while their mother 
does her shopping in town. But not all 
goes according to plan ...
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